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IMMEDAITELY

ill-1 BOTANY PROFESSOR RECEIVES
$34,000 NSF GRANT FOR TREE CONE STUDY
MISSOULA-The University of Montana has

receive~

a $34,000 grant from the National Science

Foundation for a conifer cone study.
The grant,

the most recent in a continuing series of grants now totaling $57,000, is

supporting a project entitled "Structurally Preserved Conifer Cones from North America,"
l'lhich is directed by Dr. Charles N. Miller, a UM associate professor of botany.
The project deals with the study of fossil cones.
"The family of conifers are very easily distinguished from each other," Dr. Miller
said.

"This would lead one to believe they have had a reasonably long evolutionary history

independent of each other.
"If l'le go way back, we can find pre-conifers that didn't bear cones.
transition conifers that show basically how the conifer cone evolved.

Then come

However, none of

the cones of the transitional conifers are similar enough to present-day conifers to be
considered ancestors of them.
"The project I am working on is an effort to bridge the gap--to find a series of
missing links to sho\'1 ho1.,r present-day conifers developed from transi tiona! conifers,"
or. Miller explained.
Dr. Miller said he uses the money to hire personnel.
and a graduate student working on the project.

He has a technician, secretarr

He said money also buys equipment and

supplies.
"The funds help me \'IOrk independently of the University so I don't have to depenc1 ~
state funds for my project," he said.
The most recent grant of $34,000 is for project support for an additional 24 months.
The grant will expire on Dec. 31, 1974.
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